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I’m Rod Holmgren - retired journalism professor. Most of my comments
are about Lowry Mays and his Clear Channel Communications, which owns 1,240
statioins —— mostly radio -— around this country and abroad, with six radio stations
and one TV station right here in Monterey County.

I’m handing you copies of a book my wife and I wrote, titled “Outrageous
Fortunes,” about the billionaires in the media. Lowry Mays was listed by Forbes at
$1.9 billion in July 2001. .

The reason Lowry buys clusters of stations is that programs on one station in
the area can be broadcast on all those in the group, thereby saving lots of money on
staff. So when we listen to KOCN, we don’t know whether the program originates
there or at one of the other Clear Channel stations in this region.

KION-TV happens to be a CBS station, so the only LOCAL news is at 5 and
10 pm, and those programs rarely - if ever - include any investigative stories.
Most of the stories are about fires, shootings, holdups, following the rule “If it
bleeds, it leads.”

I’d also like you to read the chapter titled “The Media Moguls Give Us A
Vast Wasteland.” The chapter reveals that the number of TV commercials rose 50
percent from 1983 to 1995. Can’t the FCC set some limits on commercials - both
on TV and in radio?

The book also calls attention to the FCC’s decision in 1996 to change the rules
on ownership. I want to urge the commission to consider seriously returning the
rules to the old limits, so that we won’t have any more Clear Channel
Ccommunications explosions of ownership. And incidentally, so that we’ll have
more and better children’s programs, not all on Saturday morning.

I could say much more, but my two minutes are up. I urge you to read this
book.
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Mr. Chairman, my name is William H. Cullin. My wife and
| have been Carmel residents for over 21 years. My f?ﬂ’/éfg
community involvement includes the following volunﬁébElvED

positions: DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINALA g 2 3 2004

Federal Communicationg Commission

President, Monterey Peninsula Museum of Art  Officeof e Secretary
President, Gentrain Society, Monterey Peninsula

College
President, SIRS, mens retirement association

My professional experience includes:
Faculty, Naval Postgraduate School
Faculty, Defense Management University
Career Aviator, USN, Ret.

My wife joins me in the following statement.

For the past few years, we’ve noticed that there are
no opposing views on the editorials of several television
stations, most prominently, KSBW. For a less biased
assessment, we propose that each station present
opposing points of view on local, as well as national
matters. Further, we recommend that, in order to give
equal opportunity, each of the participants “draw straws”
for talking position. This will avoid, we think, having the
same party expressing his/her views in first position each
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time.

Thank you for your attention.
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(In order for your comment to become part of the official record, you need to provide your
name. Please also include your postal address above. Thank you.)

DATE: Joty 21, 2004
RE: RM-10803

COMMENT: _ Ylease <ee addoc\ied . Thawnle uoy.

You may continue on the back of this sheet or add additional pages as needed, Please place your comment in the Public L
Comment Lockbox at the check-in area at the hearing. Aiternatively, you may submit your comments electronically or by mail.
Instructions on how to do so are available on the Localism Task Force Website at www.fec.govilocalism. Thank you.
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I wish to address the consolidation of media as the co-opting of democracy by corporate
interests. Democracy is what corporations want people to believe it is; they define it for us in the
news. For-profit interests want us to believe that freedom is the ability consume as we choose.
Stories are measured on the scale of corporate profit — and do not serve the people’s interests.

The news consistently reports positives for corporations as positives for people. This corrupting
of perspective to serve corporate rather than community interests characterizes the examples I
will now give. First, the jobs reported are paying an increasingly lower living wage than in the
past. This trend is not reported. Low-wage, temporary jobs which deny benefits may be good for
corporations, but they are not good for people or families. This is not reported when job rates are
painted rosy.

Next, we commonly hear that there are not enough teachers. Why do we not hear that
corporations are paying less and less of the federal tax burden from which schools are largely
funded? Why do we not hear that the families working harder for less, are contributing a greater

~and greater proportion of the federal tax burden, yet receiving fewer and fewer services? Where
is that story?

We hear of obese diabetic children, but not of the defunding of public education, which causes
schools to turn to schoolhouse commercialism, to Coke and Pepsi. When the news reports on
school accountability for test scores, why are corporations not held accountable for social
evasion of taxes through corporate welfare? It resuits at times in zero and less than zero rates of
taxes for some corporations. But this trend is over-looked.

Another example of corporate omission and disservice to the commuhity is the toxic metal burn
at the previous Ft. Ord Army Base, an EPA superfund site. Local viewers watched news of the -
southern California fires while flames raged out 6f control for days, carrying black clouds that |
hovered along the peninsula for a week. The little coverage KSBW offered reported the
detriment to Carmel business owners suffering lack of profits. |




We also had similarly slanted coverage of the explosions at the Moss Landing Power Plant,
which is managed by a private corporation. Our public funds were uséd as our fire departments
worked to extinguish the chemical flames. The Red Cross attended to the privately employed
workers as well, while the very same week it was reported that beggars had appeared in Carmel -
and were removed. There is a story here, a trend that is taking the nation, as the civic falls to the
private. And I am not hearing it. Where is the humanity? It is not in the news.

We have come to the point that the populace now recognizes the FCC as a captured organization,
no longer serving the interests of the people it is meant to protect, but working instead for the

interests of those it has been entrusted to defend against. At stake is nothing less than the very
definition of democracy.
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To: FCC Chairman Michael Poweit
Commissioner Jonathon Adelstein AUG 2 3 2004
Commissioner Michael Copps
Federal Cemmunications Commission
Subject: Tonight’s public FCC hearing Oisice of the Secretary

I cannot attend tonmight’s hearing so I would appreciate it if this Ietter were not only placed in the record, but also
read to attendees. The dates in the following text are approximate.

When we moved to Sunnyvale 37 hears ago, there were 2 FM stations in the San Francisco Bay arca devoted to
classical music and = public station that broadcast mostly classical music and some news. These were independent
private stations KKHI and KDFC and public radio station KQED-FM. Then deregulation reared it’s ugly head.

About 15 or 20 years ago, KQED changed to an all talk format which is a total waste of the sound quality of a
stereo FM station. The shame of it was that KQED broadcast numerous five symphony and opera performances
besides having access 1o a very extengive recording library.

Then about 10 years ago, KKHI was bought up by a CBS affiliate and again became an all talk station. KKHI had
the finest colloction of classical recordings of any station in the country, superior reception here in the south Bay
and broadcsst in stereo both on FM and AM.

Then about 5 years ago, KDFC was purchased by a national radio chain that both out of desire and economic
necessity vastly increased the time devoted to commercials which also became obnoxious in form and ruined the
ambiance produced by classical music. Furthermore much of the day, they play selections from works ruther than
the entire work. This station also has the smallest reception area of the three stations described above and is not
received well at all in the south Bay area.

It is time to rein in the freedom of stations to go for profits ahead of quality and return to the time whem all
segments of the listeners were accommodated rather than just the talk, rock, etc. segmeats.

1 would be more than happy to talk with any of you or your staff about the deterioration in FM broadcast quality.

Y ours sincerely

AH bz

Arthar G. Schwartz
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July 21, 2004

fass: |-XF1- 646-3777
To: Montcrey Conference Center

I would appreciate your giving the attached fax to the FCC staf¥ prior to tonight’s public meefing,

STl s

Arthir Schwartz,
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Members of the Commission: Ofice of the Secretary

The attached letter was written in 1989 by my father who died eight months later.
When he dictated this letter to me his was blind and in pain but very clear headed. He
was spending his last days with a tiny radio near his ear as he lay on his bed. As he
wrote to you, he understood that licenses were granted to radio stations only in the
common interest of the people.

He could not believe that the “common interest” included listening to an endless
stream of inane commercials.

I do not believe he ever heard from you. Now I find fifteen years later that when I
listen to AM radio, I am treated to the same inane string of commerdials about products
with little redeeming value that my father encountered before me. I imagine these
aggravated assaults have multiplied in the intervening years.

People never seriously question this torture, thinking that it is a reality of life about
which we have no choice.

Have the laws changed, or are you still suppose to regulate in the public interest.
And does that include the number, quality and length of radio commercials?

Lois Robin
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633 Ocean Ave. #21
Santa Monica, CA 90402
Mareh 13, 1989

Federal Communicatlions Commission
1919 wM» St. N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20036

Gentlemen:

In 1936 or thereabouts, the U.S. Congress passed a

Federal Communicatlons Act. The Principle point about

the act was that licenses were granted to persons to oper-
ate radlo stations but only in the common interest of the
people., Years ago, this act was enforced and llcenses were
cancelled when it was found that a radio station was not
acting in the public interest.

Today it 13 obvious that the act 1s not belng enforeed
and the operation of the radlo statlion 1s only feor the
interests of the owners; as a result the alrways are full
of nonsensical commercials,

The undersligned ls ninety years old and was a practicing a
attorney for about sixty years. Now belng blind he has to
resort to listening to the radle. These commerclals can
drive hlm out of his mind,

Has the law been changed or altered ln any manner from
pronibliting operations not in the public interest? Certalnly
thls unending flow of nonsensical commerclals cannot be in
the publlc interest.

I am now unable to research the law as I am blind, I*m
asking the commission: Has the law been changed and if not,
why are you not enforcing it?

Sincerely yours,

7 '
Morris ILuskln

(slgned by hias daughter,
Lois Robin)
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(In order for your comment to become part of the official record, you need to provide your
name. Please also include your postal address above. Thank you.)

DATE: 1R/ = ‘7/
RE: RM-10803

COMMENT: x uﬂ:’f?a% GWw‘k ¢~

KQ_C O(L\./M,&DMW
. o dogce Jgacrki ng

Y AT AR S e

aﬁlﬂlﬂm
oo, LUV Cw

’1

" O sprip e il O 17402 Yates T —

VS all el [Pllekove, dvesdy, wcadie e8r

L=

e iSa n St Lol pzes 1mm (s ppec

456@‘7 A Y. S o Lt

Iaieqﬂap"/ﬂw \\>

You may continue on the back of this sheet or add additional pages as needed. Please place your comment in the Public
Comment Lockbox at the check-in area at the hearing. Alternatively, you may submit your comments electronically or by mail.
Instructions on how to do so are available on the Localism Task Force Website at www.fcc. govllocahsm Thank you
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{In order for your comment to become part of the official record, you need to provide your
nam lease also include your postal address above. Thank you.)
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You may continue on the back of this sheet or add additiona! pages as needed. Please place your comment in the Publlc
Comment Lockbox at the check-in area at the hearing. Alternatively, you may submit your comments electronically or by mail.
[nstructions on how to do so are available on the Localism Task Force Website at www.fcc gov/localism. Thank yoﬂ)
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u n I u Fedoral Communications Comnuiasion 21 July 2004

SE LR B ALl (Ji%ize o tie Secistary

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF
LOCAL AND DIVERSE MEDIA OWNERSHIP

WHEREAS freedom of speech is essential to our democracy, as recognized in the
First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS the airwaves are a public asset, to be managed by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission as a public trust, for the benefit of the public as a whole; and

WHEREAS the public interest requires the expression of a wide range of viewpoints,
most specifically including the voices of all those who live within the local commu-
nity which any particular broadcast station serves; and

WHEREAS as writers we are particularly sensitive to the need for diversity of
expression and for a variety of outlets for the various voices of cur community; and

WHEREAS the recent trend towards media consolidation seriously threatens that
diversity, as well as the direct economic interests of working writers everywhere;
therefore be it

RESOLVED by the local Santa Cruz/Monterey Chapter of the National Writers
Union that we call upon the Federal Communications Commission to respond to
local interests and community needs, both here and elsewhere, by encouraging local
ownership of the media;

and we call upon the FCC Localism Task Force to recognize that a single
meeting is completely inadequate to gauge the breadth and depth of concerns
through the western states, and further to remedy this matter by holding more
Localism Task Force open hearings across the region;

and we urge that Task Force to recommend to the Federal Communications
Commission that it take active steps to reduce the concentration of media power into
monopolies and to insist on more stringent standards for local programming.
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(In arder for your comment to become part of the official record, you need to provide your
name. Please also include your postal address above. Thank you.)
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You may continue on the back of this sheet or add additional pages as needed. Please place your comment in the Public
Comment Lockbox at the check-in area at the hearing. Alternatively, you may submit your comments electronically or by mail.
Instructions on how to do so are available on the Localism Task Force Website at www.fcc.gov/localism. Thank you.
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HOPE - Helping Our Peninsula's Environment

Box 14395, Carmel, CA 93921 Info@1hope.org
831/ 624-6500 www.Thope.org
o DOCKET F1L.E 50PY GRIGINAL
Commuissioners

Federal Communications Conunission

Public Interest Needs Broadcast Letters-to-Editor

Good evening Commissioners,

Thank you for holding this hearing and thank you for holding it here.

e We are not being served by local TV broadcasting. One-sided pro-
business / anti-environmental local news reporting is standard here.

AM-10803

RECEIVED
AUG 2 3 2004

Federal Communications Commiss
July 21, 2004 Office of the Secretary T

Trustees 2004
Dena Ibrahim
Holly Kiefer
Ed Leeper
Vienna Merritt-Moore
Terrence Zito

Founding Trustees
igherrence Zito
Darby Worth
Ed Leeper
Robert W. Campbell
David Dilworth

Science Advisors
Dr, Hank Medwin, PhD
- Acoustics
Dr. Susan Kegley, PhD
- Hazardous Materials
& Pesticides
Dr. Arthur Partridge, PhD.
Forest Ecology

Example: A water supply/building moratorium is a major current local front-page controversy.
All three peninsula newspapers at least mentioned there was public support for the moratorium at the

single hearing, July 7, 2004.

None of the three major local English language TV stations (KSBW, KION, KCBA)
allowed any mention of public support for the moratorium - but they all provided extensive
coverage of the moratorium criticism by those who had a direct financial interest in it.

This is absolutely backwards since newspapers can have no government mandate to provide

both sides of a story. but broadcasters do.

Solution:

According to most journalism experts - the letters to the editor page is the most read

section other than the front page.

Our local KSBW TV pretends to provide viewer responses to their one-sided and anti-public
interest news coverage and editorials, but in reality - the only thing they provide is their one sentence
summary of our rebuttals - not in full, not on the air, and not by the author - only on their website.

e We need meaningful broadcast time dedicated to genuine, unedited (except for slander) public
letters to the editor - just as our unedited comments are given to local City councils and broadcast

live to our community over cable.

e For every minute of local "news" - please require local TV and radio stations provide an equal
number of minutes, in adjacent time (not 4 am), for local unedited video "letters to the editor"'

spoken by their authors or a person they choose.

Sl

David Dilworth, Executive Director

It might even be popular !
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Founded in 1998, H.O.P.E. is a non-profit, tax deductible, public interest group protecting our Monterey Peninsula's natural land,
air, and water ccosystems and public participation in government, using science, law, education, news alerts and advocacy.
Printed On 35% Post-Consumer Recovered Fiber.
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